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fusion of interpretation and prevents a
really fair presentation. The subject should
not be too general, and it should have enough
points of interest to stimulate research and
thought. A discussion as to the comparative
merits of Grant and Lee is a good selection,
because both generals were commanders in
chief in the Civil War, and each was the
best officer on Ms side. A debate on the
merits of Napoleon and McClellan, on the
other hand, is an example of a one-sided
discussion. Again, if the subject of woman's
rights be debated, the resolution should state
clearly what rights are meant, whether vot-
ing, the right to hold office, equality in busi-
ness life, or other right. Debating is an
excellent drill for young people. It trains
the mind to think logically, it develops ability
to express oneself orally, and it trains the
judgment. If worth while subjects are
chosen it adds to the debater's store of in-
formation and gives him valuable training
in research work.
Suggested Topics. Below is given a list
of subjects appropriate for discussion by a
school or neighborhood debating club:
Resolved,
That the censorship of moving pictures
should be abolished.
That the United States should institute
universal military service as a permanent
feature.
That the settlement of labor disputes by
arbitration should be made compulsory.
That all nations should be compelled to dis-
arm after the World War. ,
That credits in Latin or Greek should not be
required for college entrance.
That local option is more effective than
state prohibition in dealing- with intemper-
ance.
That women should have equal voting1
rights with men.
That the ho;nor system of examinations
should be established in our high school.
That high school fraternities are undesir-
able.
That children tinder fourteen should not be
permitted to work for wages.
That the Panama Canal should be made an
international waterway.
That the Monroe Doctrine as a feature of
the foreign policy of the "United States should
be abandoned.
That the law forbidding illiterate immi-
grants to enter the United States should be
repealed.
That the Presidential term should be in-
creased to six years and the President be in-
eligible to succeed himself.
That national governments should own and
operate all telegraph, telephone and railroad
systems.
 Outline of a Debate. A subject appro-
priate for a school debate follows, with ar-
guments for both sides outlined:
Resolved, that capital punishment should
be abolished in the United States.
Affirmative
 1.	Capital   punishment   is   unnecessary,   for
justice can be meted out to the offenders by
means   of   imprisonment.     Society is  at the
same time protected from their lawlessness.
 2.	Life imprisonment is a more severe pun-
ishment than death, because it makes the of-
fender pay the penalty through a long- period
of time.
 3.	Capital punishment has evil effects upon
the community, for—
A.	It diminishes the sacredness in which
human  life  is  held;  if the  state claims  the
right to kill its citizens, individuals will feel
that they are justified in  taking life.    Only
God has the right to take human life.
B.	Capital punishment tends to lower the
moral sense of the public, for the details are
usually published in all their horror.
C.	It  often   leads  to   outbursts   of  senti-
mentality on the part of the public.    Juries
will sometimes acquit guilty prisoners rather
than give decisions that mean death.    Thus
the murderer may be freed.
 4.	Capital punishment is not in accordance
with the most enlightened methods of saving
the criminal.    It should  be  replaced by re-
formatory methods.
 5.	Capital  punishment is  a relic of a past
age when cruelty and revenge were in vogue.
This is a humane age, and the best thought
of the time is opposed to the death penalty.
Negative
 1.	Capital punishment is the only sure pun-
ishment for  grave   crimes.      An  imprisoned
murderer always has the hope of being- par-
doned.     There   is   no   sure   protection   from
criminals so long as they are alive.
 2.	There  is  no  greater  punishment  to  the
average person than taking- away his right to
life.
A.	Capital punishment is merely a recog-
nition of the right of the state to protect so-
ciety from the evil passions of those who defy
the law of God and man.   A man who takes
life is morally bound to pay for his crime with
his own life.
B.	The fact that newspapers publish nau-
seating- details does not alter the justice of
the  execution.     The  papers  should  be pro-
hibited from featuring such events as execu-
tions.
C.	Trials for murder should be conducted
without publicity»   Sentimental outbursts are
due to newspaper exploitation.
3.	The first duty of the state in, dealing witfc
criminals is the protection of society.    The
fear of death acts as a deterrent on the pas-
sions of those who might commit murder, and
where capital punishment is in force crimes
are decreasing.

